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| What is The Social Study?

New research infrastructure to collect high-quality survey

data in social and behavioural sciences

« Co-owned by all Belgian universities
« Funded by:
« FWO
« Zware infrastructuur ('22-'26)
 Middelzware infrastructuur (26-30) (pending)
« FNRS
* Infrastructures & Grands équipements ('22-'25)
* Infrastructures & Grands équipements ('25'-'27)
« Co-financing of 5 universities
« VSA




| Challenge: building a probability panel

Recruitment: October 2023 — December 2024

18.034 persons in Belgium, aged 16+ in private
households received an invitation

6938 completed the recruitment questionnaire
5844 consented to join TSS
5239 panelists are active (29,2%)

June 2025: methodological report published

Sampling, recruitment procedure and outcome,
non-response analysis, representativity analysis,
weighting procedure, ...

Available at: https://thesocialstudy.be/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Building-The-Social-Study-
June-2025.pdf
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| Mission accomplished
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| Challenge: attrition

« Total sample size drops below 5000
« Number of French speakers below 2000

« The panel ages (-18 category disappears)

« 289 active panelists (5,5%) dropped out
 The likelihood of dropping out increases with longer
TSS membership.

o Not according to other characteristics




| Mission accomplished: we have data
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Mission accomplished :
we have the core dataset

More than 1 hour of survey time, available open access

Economic situation, household, health and well-being,
work and education, social and cultural capital,
media use, religiosity and ethnicity, values, political
attitudes, voting behaviour, personality, ...

https://www.sodha.be/dataverse/tss




Mission accomplished : we take care of
your survey fieldwork, and more

35 survey proposals received since November 2023

A wide diversity of disciplines covered: political
science, sociology, public health, psychology,
economy, environmental science, geography,...

Fieldwork conducted for researchers from almost
all Belgian universities, a few international
universities, and several public institutions

Some challenging questionnaire or fieldwork
designs: vignette studies, conjoint experiments,
municipality-based routing, staggered fieldwork, ...




| Mission (almost) accomplished:
linkable data

« Commissioned data can be linked to:
« Core Study Questionnaire data

« Data collected by previous applicants
« Climate change, local elections, sexual
health, medical decision-making, political
violence, green transition attitudes,
subjective age, conspiracy attitudes,...

« Administrative data (in the future):
 Marriage and cohabitation

« Fertility
« Employment status
« Migration,....

- Generating a cumulative data archive
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Spread the word
Make TSS known

Use TSS
Enjoy !

www.thesocialstudy.be

m linkedin.com/company/the-social-study-panel

“ bsky.app/profile/thesocialstudy.bsky.social


http://www.thesocialstudy.be/
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